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Expression
Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
A.D. Ness’ ‘Alien Air Corps Ejection Seat,’ a found objects assemblage, is one of many local pieces of art featured at the North
Dakota Museum of Art from February 5-12, 2017.

North Dakota Museum of Art showcases art exhibition at UND
Sheldon Hatlen
The Dakota Student
Creativity and imagination are two words that can be
linked to a number of career
fields. The arts is a field often
overlooked that displays these
characteristics in spades.
University of North Dakota
alumni, Matthew Wallace, the
Deputy Director for the North
Dakota Museum of Art, believes the arts are important
for students to be engaged in,
as they transition into adulthood. Like many others skeptical of the field, Wallace initially didn’t see himself as a man
of the arts either.
Graduating with a bachelor’s degree in English, Wallace found himself confused as

to what he wanted to do with
his life. It wasn’t until returning home from his time as a
member of the Peace Corps,
teaching English as a second
language in Romania, that

don’t know if I’d say I knew
my path right away. Although,
I would say I’ve loved every
minute of it since my decision
to join the field.”
Wallace had found his pas-

“The one thing we, as an organization, wanted
to see is the chance for art created in our region
to be recognized. So we’re able to notice new
pieces that would’ve otherwise gone unseen.”
Matthew Wallace, Deputy Director for the North
Dakota Museum of Art
Wallace found himself a job at
a museum in Washington D.C.
“I grew up in the world of
art and literature,” Wallace
said. “I think I’ve always had
a lot of varied interests, but I

In this issue’s Features section

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
James Popejoy, music professor and director of bands,
directs the UND Honor Band at a music showcase concert
in January.

UND robotics
team

sion, working within the field
of the arts. After working in
D.C., Wallace relocated to his
alma mater, UND. Hoping to
continue the same work he had
done out east, Wallace set out

to promote artists work and
showcase them in the states
museum.
“The one thing we, as an organization, wanted to see is the
chance for art created in our
region to be recognized,” Wallace said. “So we’re able to notice new pieces that would’ve
otherwise gone unseen.”
Beginning Feb. 5 and ending Feb. 12, the North Dakota
Museum of Art is showcasing
works of art from all across the
midwest. The museum is open
from 9 a.m to 5 p.m. on weekdays and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on
weekends.
There is an entree fee of
$25. The money from the event
will be used for the staff as
well as the equipment neces-
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In this issue’s Sports section

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Lexi Klabo evades Eastern Washington’s Amira Chandler during a
game last season at the Betty Engelstad Sioux Center.

The University of North Dakota is competing to send a robot to the planet Mars.
UND is one of many schools
around the United States participating in the National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s (NASA) 8th Annual
Robotic Mining Competition.
This competition, according to
the NASA overview, is to build
a compact robot capable of
mining “ice simulant (gravel)
and return the excavated mass
for deposit into the collector
bin to simulate an oﬀ-world, in
situ resource mining mission.”
This robot is constrained
by weight and size limitations,
and will be controlled by remote control from a distant
“mission control.” There are a
total of 50 teams from colleges
around the United States participating.
UND’s team is RAPTOR
(Robot Automated for the
Procurement and Transport
Of Rego“It’s really
lith) and is
composed
good to get
of mostly
into the project
seniors
early on, to
from the
get
hands on
mechanical
experience like
engineermanufacturing.”
ing, electrical engineering and
Tristan
computer
Plante
science departments.
The team is made up of 12
students, including a graduate
student and two online students, one from Saudi Arabia.
The team is part of a capstone
program for the engineering
department, which is why
many of the team members are
seniors.
“Other senior design projects are major-related,” William Chesemore said, one of
the senior teammates, “but
[with] this being a multi-discipline project, it’s closer to the
real life.”
Last year, UND won the
Outreach
Project
Award
through their interaction with
the Grand Forks community,
and came in 2nd place in the
Slide Presentation and Demonstration Award.
The team’s robot must be
ready by May 1, and the competition will be held on May
22, at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex, in Cape
Canaveral, Florida. As of now,
RAPTOR’s robot is partially assembled, made of a lightweight
magnesium alloy and features
an ore hopper, conveyor belt
and wheels with “UND” stenciled in the treads.
“It’s kinda cool to see something go from a couple of
CAD (computer aided design)
models to a tangible design,”
Tristan Plante, a mechanical
engineering major on the team,
said.
RAPTOR is eagerly seeking new team members as well,
with the deadline for team rosters being March 1.
“It’s really good to get into
the project early on,” Plante
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said, “to get hands on experience like manufacturing.”
Alongside the experience gained from building and designing the robot, the group experience
rewarding as well.
“Teamwork is the best
thing you’ll learn,” Subha
Pakwan said, another engineering major originally from Nepal.
RAPTOR can be followed on Facebook @
UNDRobotic, on Twitter
@UNDRAPTOR and on
Instagram. For further
information, the team can
be reached at nodak.robotics@gmail.com.
Connor Johnson is a staff writer for
The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
cljohnson317@gmail.com
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sary for the event to run
in the studio.
“This is the first non
curated exhibition that
we’ve done,” Wallace
said. “If you are a painter, sculptor or an artist of
any kind, you’re allowed
to bring in any piece to
showcase for a week.”
Not only have art
pieces been provided by
artists within the midwest states, but by the
locals of Grand Forks,
ND. Professors and students of the university
have submitted work to
be displayed during this
week’s event.
Despite the difficulties that come with organizing an event such
as an art show, Wallace
still manages to maintain
a high spirit throughout
the process.
“One of the things
most fun about this, is
thinking you have all
of your exhibition laid
out, Wallace said. “But
once a new piece comes
in, you’re forced to play
around and see what
looks best with the other
110 pieces.”
Wallace was asked
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Members of the UND Robotics team stand holding components of their most recent robotic vehicle.

to describe the types of
pieces that have been
shown in the past. He replied with several types
of art that were not exclusive to paintings, and
drawings.
“It really runs the
gamut,” Wallace said. “As
far as the art we show, it
could nearly be anything;
video, paintings, photography, sculpture and installations are the variety
of pieces we showcase,
but during the summer
we have an outdoor concert in the sculpture garden. We are sort of a cultural space.”
Wallace enjoys the
work he does. He wishes
students could see the
benefits of art as he has
throughout his career.
Even though art may not
be as accepted, he doesn’t
stop trying to encourage
those same students to
attend the shows.
“Art displays who we
are as people. Whether
that’s literature, visual
arts or music,” Wallace
said. “Art is who we are.”

Sheldon Hatlen is a staff writer for
The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
sheldon.hatlen@und.edu

Upcoming budget cuts at UND
Liz Kacher
The Dakota Student
The impending budget
cuts have put President
Kennedy and the administration in a diﬃcult situation when making decisions about UND’s future.
This process began after
Governor Doug Burgum
presented legislators with
a proposal that recommended additional cuts
beyond those proposed
by former Gov. Jack Dalrymple.
Burgum’s suggestions
were announced on Monday, Jan. 16, the eighth
day of the current legislative cycle. His proposal
included a $13.3 billion
total budget in the 2017-19
cycle. His recommendation was about $168 million less than what former
Gov. Jack Dalrymple proposed in his ﬁnal month
of governorship.
In regards to higher
education, Burgum’s budget proposes a $31 million
cut in the impending 201719 cycle. Subsequently,
universities across the
state of North Dakota

have been given the task
to propose budget cuts
to comply with what he
has suggested — UND included.
A blog post released
by President Kennedy
and his Executive Council
Tuesday, Jan. 31, approximate budget adjustments
have been announced. An
approximate $16 million
per year will be required
to be cut to accommodate
the anticipated cuts in
state funding and tuition
revenue.
All areas of campus—
including academics, athletics and the administration will be aﬀected by
the proposed cuts. President Kennedy and his Executive Council intend on
creating a plan that prioritizes certain programs
and promotes future
growth for the university
as a whole.
While deﬁnitive budget plans have not yet
been announced, the blog
post states, “We will explore structural realignments that improve our
ability to be more eﬀective and/or eﬃcient.”
Thus, they also intend

on providing “an estimated $7 million for investments in strategic priorities. On average, this
will require a 14 percent
reduction in appropriated
budget levels.”
Undergraduate studies are not alone in facing budget cuts, as some
graduate programs will
be aﬀected as well. UND
College of Arts and Sciences Dean Debbie Storrs
told the Dakota Student
that the graduate program for sociology is one
of those programs that
will be aﬀected, as of the
current time.
“Based upon a college
review of all graduate
programs conducted this
fall, we will no longer provide graduate teaching
assistantships or tuition
waivers for future sociology graduate students,”
Storrs said. “We have not
discontinued or suspended the graduate program
in sociology. Future students can apply and, if accepted, attend the graduate program but will not
get any tuition waived.”
The blog post provided emphasizes the uncertainty surrounding the
impending cuts, however
the President and the Executive Council stresses
they will be clear about
the process and how they
intend to move forward.
“To ensure that we are
gaining the input of the
campus community, we
will be regular attendees
at University, Staﬀ and
Students Senates and the
provost will be meeting
regularly with the University Senate’s Budget Committee.”
The scope of the cuts

The Dakota Student
reserves the copyright
privilege for all stories written
and published by the staﬀ.
Permission must be given
by the Editor to reprint any
article, cartoon,
photograph or part thereof.
The Dakota Student is a
student-operated newspaper
published by the university of
North Dakota.
Opinions expressed in this
publication are not necessarily
those of UND or the
administration, faculty, staﬀ
and student body of UND.
The Dakota Student is
published every Tuesday and
Friday during the academic
year except during holidays,
vacation breaks and exam
periods.
The Dakota Student is
printed at Grand Forks
Herald on PEFC Certiﬁed
paper, using soy-based inks.
The Dakota Student
welcomes feedback regarding
articles and photographs, and
prints corrections for articles
containing factual errors.

made across the university will be clariﬁed today, according to the blog
post by Kennedy and the
Executive Council. They
intend to complete necessary budget adjustments
by the time the current
North Dakota Legislative
session adjourns Friday,
Apr. 28.
The post directs those
who have topics they
would like to be further
addressed to email UND.
budget@UND.edu.
The
administration is dedicated to hearing concerns
from the campus community about budget issues.
As the projection of
the future budget cuts becomes clearer, The Dakota
Student will continue to
provide updates to the
campus community.

Liz Kacher is a staff writer for The
Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
mary.kacher@und.edu
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State of Education

Dave Owen
Dakota Student
With recent conﬁrmation of Betsy DeVos leading President Trump’s
Department of Education, it appears liberals,
conservatives and libertarians need to have a
discussion on the school
choice issue. They need
a discussion that isn’t
steeped in rhetoric or
wild accusations, but
rather one looking at
the facts and evaluating
whether or not such a
policy is actually a good
idea moving forward.
While DeVos has
many platforms and reform goals, the most important of those is the
charter school question.
It’s here that we will examine both the theories
behind charter schools
and their record, for better or for worse, against
comparable
public
schools.
First, let’s start with
the theory behind charter
schools. As our society
has advanced, it has become the belief of many
that our public school
system is likely failing to
keep up with the rest of
the world when it comes
to key areas of education.
It’s also believed this is
particularly the case in
heavily urban areas. A
common stereotype of
the lazy, irremovable
union teacher is used to
show that many educators don’t care about
American youth. Simul-

Betsy DeVos was named as the new head of the Department of Education.

taneously, it’s providing a commentary on
how teachers who don’t
perform should be ﬁred
rather than kept on indefinitely, destroying thousands of children’s educations in the process.
The noble solution,
was creating the charter school. If we opened
up government funding
to heavily deregulated
schools, we would allow
for teachers to educate
again and the free market
to provide the best possible service for the lowest cost.

It was believed charter
schools would give parents legitimate options to
move their children from
schools that they didn’t
believe were working to
ones that were. By subsidizing these schools, no
family would be too poor
to aﬀord a pseudo-private school experience.
It was also believed
not only would teachers be forced to teach,
but they would also be
held accountable in this
system with little to no
union protections for underperformers. Teachers

would ﬁnally be held directly responsible for the
success of their students
as opposed to being protected by the union boss
utterly disconnected with
the system.
While this theory
sounds great, it has quite
a few alternative problems pointed out by the
opposition. The ﬁrst of
these is in direct response
to free markets, in that
they only work when the
individual is aware of
the quality of the goods
being provided and has
the education required

Photo courtesy of the oﬃcial Facebook page of Betsy DeVos.

which ironically makes
them less, not more, accountable in terms of a
parent or states ability to
determine competency.
The less regulation on
an industry, the less accountability that industry
will always have. Without uniform standards, it
is impossible to compare
one group to another.
Make no mistake, I
am not necessarily advocating for increased regulation, but that without
uniform deﬁning systems
the quality of a product is
impossible to measure.

even.
This shows that in
terms of scores and comprehension, you are statistically more likely to
be better oﬀ in a public
school than a private one,
which is hardly the type
of information the procharter school groups
want to disseminate and
is problematic for proponents such as Betsy DeVos.
Third, the charter
schools that did the best
tended to be in the states
which most strictly regulated the quality of those

“In short, while individuals such as
DeVos are right to be skeptical of concepts
such as tenure and quality in low-income
districts it is clear that charter schools are
not the answer we are looking for.”
Dave Owen
to compare like goods
and services for the best
value.
Unfortunately, in the
education system the
people receiving the service are children who are
not suﬃciently educated
in order to determine the
quality, or to express the
lack of quality to their
parents, especially in a
culture which demands
respect of ﬁgures of authority despite their qualiﬁcations.
A
second
mark
against the system is that
the parents of the most
vulnerable children are
many times themselves
signiﬁcantly under-educated, and in some cases
are functionally illiterate, and therefore cannot make decisions using
real data and are instead
forced to use decisions
tied to beliefs rather than
facts.
This double dose of
ignorance means a free
market
system
can’t
work. Because of the reasons outlined at the start
of the paragraph, the consumer must be aware of
the quality provided and
have the ability to compare similar goods for
changes in that quality.
Additionally, there is
the pesky issue of deregulation of charter schools,

Without the deﬁnition
of gasoline and the standard of octane rating,
there would be no way to
compare Loaf and Jug’s
Supreme to Exxon’s.
Once a group is allowed to operate outside
the scope of another, it
becomes increasingly difﬁcult to compare the two
services. Having covered
the theoretical arguments by both sides, we
must now turn to what
little data we have to see
which argument is more
likely correct.
Currently, there exists one sole metric that
can be used to measure
school performance, the
dreaded
standardized
test score. This metric
is intuitive, easy to understand and is our best
chance at measuring how
well a teacher is able to
communicate key concepts to their students.
Based on these tests,
charter schools do not
work.
According to a 2009
study of charter schools
across more than 16
states provided by Stanford University’s CREDO, only 17 percent of all
charter schools outperformed their local counterparts, while 37 percent
did statistically worse,
and the rest did about

schools and exercised the
greatest authority to shut
them down, whereas the
less regulated states tended to have increasingly
worse charter schools
when compared to their
public school system.
This only supports the
argument that the schooling systems require government intervention to
ensure quality standards.
In short, while individuals such as DeVos
are right to be skeptical
of concepts such as tenure and quality in lowincome districts, it’s clear
charter schools are not
the answer we are looking for.
All quantiﬁable data
we have available shows
if one picked a random
district, the charter school
is two times as likely to
be worse than the public
school, and three times
as likely to be equal to a
public school than be better. In short, despite nearly two decades of charter
schools, the evidence has
shown that the experiment has failed.
Charter schools do not
work and are not the solution American children
deserve for the future.
Dave Owen is a copy editor for The
Dakota Student. He can be reached at
dowen123455@yahoo.com
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Holding your tongue on Facebook
Emily Gibbens
Dakota Student
Many people my age
say Facebook is outdated
or it’s for “old people,”
but I use Facebook as a
tool for many things every day. I’m able to look
at what my family and
old friends are up to,
I share my articles for
everyone back home to
read and I share things
that I think are funny,
like memes or videos.
Every once in awhile,
those memes and videos
are political.
Whether I’m sharing
a silly video about Hillary Clinton, a Donald
Trump meme or a serious article about politics
in America, I’m never
looking to offend anyone or get into an argument. I’m simply passing on something that
made me laugh. I don’t
take memes and poorly
edited videos seriously,
and neither should anyone else.
That is why it baffles
me when I see the same

people
commenting
multiple paragraphs on
just about any political
post on Facebook I come
across, whether the post
is serious or completely
for humor.
I don’t care who you
voted for or who you

how much time and research you put into your
lengthy comment, you
are not going to change
anybody’s mind.
Many say Facebook
isn’t a place for politics
at all, which I somewhat
agree with. Although

Yes, I share political
articles, but that being
said, I do not share every
article I see that shines a
positive light on politicians I like without doing
my research. There is an
extremely large amount
of fake news circulating

said.
Of course Conservative News will only
share what makes the
right side look good and
Occupy Democrats will
do the same in favor of
the left. The extreme bias
on social media is way

“I don’t care who you voted for or who you support, but
it is rarely ever necessary to bombard the comment section
of an acquaintance’s post with a novel looking to pick a
fight on Facebook.”
Emily Gibbens
support, but it is rarely
ever necessary to bombard the comment section of an acquaintance’s
post with a novel looking
to pick a fight.
Disagreeing
with
someone is fine. I’m not
asking you to agree with
everything you see on
Facebook. I just want to
point out that no matter

I’m truly never looking
to have a debate with
anyone about anything
on Facebook, I do share
articles and posts about
politics if I think they are
important or interesting.
I am willing to have an
open-minded discussion
with someone, but when
it results in insults or
condescending remarks.

the Internet, especially
on a social media platform like Facebook. Before you share anything,
consider the source.
“It should be obvious that a ‘news source’
with a political identifier
in the name isn’t news
at all, it’s commentary,”
Matt Eidson, the Dakota
Student news editor,

out of hand, and the fact
everyone is so easily influenced is frightening.
Sharing
inaccurate,
unclear articles makes
you part of the problem.
You’re passing the fake
news on and it spreads
like wildfire.
It isn’t just social media users faults though.
It can be extremely dif-

ficult to tell what is
real news and what is
completely made up.
Although it is difficult,
Americans claim they
are quite confident in
their ability to separate
the real from the fake.
It is shown in an article
on journalism.org that 84
percent of Americans are
at least somewhat confident they can tell the difference.
Personally, I believe
those interviewed individuals are overconfident in their abilities. If
84 percent truly knew
the difference, fake news
wouldn’t be plastered
everywhere you look.
Do what you want
with your social media,
but keep in mind not everything you read is true
and usually only trolls
are looking to pick fights
on Facebook.

Emily Gibbens is the opinion editor
for the The Dakota Student. She can be
reached at emily.r.gibbens@und.edu

Advantages of a STEM education
Elizabeth Fequiere
Dakota Student
Statistics have shown
that too many students
spend tens of thousands
of dollars to attend college and graduate with
degrees in the humanities, fine arts or similar
areas that they have difficulty finding jobs in.
There are fewer and fewer students pursuing degrees in STEM (science,
technology, engineering
and math) fields. As a
result, there is also an
inadequate number of
qualified teachers who
are able to teach effectively in these subjects.
One of the problems
is pop culture glamorizes fine arts, social sciences and the humanities
over more practical jobs.
Science, technology, engineering and math are
all areas that are in high
demand and can be quite
lucrative, but they’re not
exciting enough to elicit
the attention from the
majority of students.
Degrees in STEM areas open so many doors.
Not only do these stu-

dents have more access
to scholarships to pay
for school, they have a
better chance of getting
a job after graduation.
Job placement is a
concern for every college student and the

the chance to learn computer programming in
grades K-12.
The United States Department of Education
has created a committee on STEM education
(CoSTEM),
comprised

tain a growing economy,
etc.
Likewise, UND has
created its own STEM
initiative.
The
UND
STEM Faculty Work
Group addresses “the
continued need to re-

Work Group is to create
easier entry into STEM
and spread awareness of
the importance of STEM
in hopes of generating
more interest as well as
continuing to monitor
the industry and “iden-

“Degrees in STEM areas open so many doors. Not
only do these students have more access to scholarships
to pay for school, they have a better chance of getting a
job after graduation.”
Elizabeth Fequiere
openings in these fields
increase annually along
with the growing demand for newer and
more user-friendly technology.
The federal government sees the lack of interest in STEM fields as
an increasing national
problem that needs to
be addressed at a young
age, which is why it
seeks to offer students

of 13 agencies, to facilitate a “cohesive national
strategy” to improve the
quality of education in
these fields as well as
“increasing and sustaining public and youth engagement with STEM.”
As a nation, we rely
so heavily on technology
in all aspects of life, to
have a highly functional government, create
grade A weapons, sus-

cruit, retain, and graduate students in the STEM
discipline.”
Furthermore,
they
state, “students in all
disciplines
at
UND
should be educated to be
STEM-literate citizens,
empowered with 21st
century skills of collaboration, creativity, communication and critical
thinking (the Four C’s).”
The goals for this

tify national trends in
STEM Education.”
The National Association of Colleges and
Employers reported that
“STEM graduates are
expected to receive the
highest starting salaries.”
According to the survey taken, “more than
half of the employer’s”
plan to hire “graduates
with bachelor’s degrees

in STEM fields” making
these degrees the most
valuable. The average
salaries in 2016 for bachelor’s degrees in engineering, computer science, math and sciences,
and business range from
over $50,000 to around
$65,000.
STEM
graduates
stand to live a better
quality of life, making
enough to support their
households, as well as
job sustainability because of the reliability of
the industry.
From a national concern to local implementation, students are able,
now more than ever,
to successfully pursue
degrees in these vitally
important areas. Knowledge of computer programming and the growing need for technology
only increases the viability of this industry.
However, getting students to realize this is
the issue.

Elizabeth Fequiere is an opinion writer
for The Dakota Student. She can be
reached at elizabeth.fequiere@und.edu
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Truth and reconciliation
#6 - Sticks and stones can break your bones - but words can break your spirit

Dakota Student / File Photo

The American Indian Center oﬀers support to enhance the education and experience of Native American students at UND.

Hannah Balderas
and Luis Calvo
Contributing Writers
Remember your first
Welcome Weekend? Students being dropped off
at the residence halls,
meeting
their
roommates, attending various events, and maybe
even attending a college
party for the first time.
Students are balancing
between nervous yet excited for what the year
will bring. But, it is not
always just nervous excitement for all students.
Hannah Balderas, coauthor of this article, is
a senior here at The University of North Dakota,
majoring in psychology/
pre-med. Initially, she
came to UND because it
was the only college in
North Dakota that offered the major in which
she was interested at the
time. Her heritage is Arikara, Santee Sioux, Little
Shell Anishinaabe, Mexican-American, Irish and
Italian.
“I recall my first big
day of being on campus
and assuming that UND
was going to be my new

home, where I would
continue my education. I
remember being called to
go to the Memorial Stadium to take a class picture, Balderas said. “As
I was making my way to
a seat, a UND Athletic
Sports member called
out to me using the word
‘squaw.’”
For those of you who

said. “When I was alone,
I cried and contemplated
whether I should stay at
UND. It was, after all,
my first official day here
on campus and I felt so
disrespected. I decided
to stay because I knew
there were other Indigenous students in the
same situation. In other
words, I stayed for my

them to also continue
with their education
when others made discriminatory comments.
An important takeaway from this incident
is that the name-calling
came from a UND student-athlete. Luis Calvo,
co-author of this article,
was a four year student
athlete and is majoring in

even charity events. With
the higher profile comes
higher
responsibility.
There are young children
in the community that
look up to us and it is the
student athletes’ responsibility to be aware how
their actions affect others.”
After the incident,
Balderas was self-con-

“When I was alone, I cried and contemplated whether I
should stay at UND. It was, after all, my first official day
here on campus and I felt so disrespected. I decided to stay
because I knew there were other Indigenous students in the
same situation.”
Hannah Balderas - student at the University of North Dakota
don’t know, it is a highly
offensive and derogatory
term to identify an Indigenous woman.
“Initially, I didn’t
know how to react because that had never
happened to me back
home in Twin Buttes,
North Dakota,” Balderas

people and used the insult to inspire me to continue to improve my education in and out of the
classroom.”
Balderas
continued
her education, took on
leadership positions and
while mentoring other
students she encouraged

accounting.
“I believe that student
athletes are leaders in the
UND community,” Calvo
said. “Student-athletes
take a higher profile by
having their names and
faces around the community through sporting events, media and
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scious about her heritage
and was not as open, but
through the months she
embraced her heritage
and sought to know more
about who she is. When
asked if she had seen
this happen to her peers
she said “Yes, mostly on
social media, especially
during the school’s logo
transition period. For example, a friend spoke up
about the issues with the
Sioux logo and was verbally attacked by other
UND students.”
When asked what advice she could offer, Balderas responded, “Educate yourselves about
racially charged issues.
Get to know your fellow
students so you don’t

have to make assumptions about them. Ask
them about their culture
and heritage which is
part of the core of an individual to learn about
what is important to
them.”
Sadly, incidents like
this aren’t only happening here at UND. Just
last March something
similar happened at the
University of Wisconsin.
The incident involved
several students rudely
interrupting a healing
circle, a ceremony aimed
to support the healing of
Native American sexual
assault victims. A group
of students yelled out
stereotypical war chants
during the peaceful ceremony.
A member of the Native American Student
Association at UW –
Madison, Emily Nelis,
said, “It’s a good time for
people in the university
to wake up to these issues that are happening
to our Indigenous students.”
This article was not
written to single out
wrongdoers or ignorance; but rather with
truth and, especially, reconciliation in mind. Our
first step is to acknowledge what has happened
and then to realize that
each of us can change for
the better.
Perhaps just reading
this article is a start to
help heal and reconcile.
May each of us make a
conscious effort to approach one another in
unity, peace and respect.
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Kristofor Paulson
"breaks through" to students
Stephanie Hollman
The Dakota Student
Kristofor Paulson describes his life as a series of
“happy accidents.”
Moments that had him
make decisions that didn’t
coincide with his original
plan of becoming a chemical engineer led him to a
certainly unexpected, but
fulfilling, career as a professor.
It is here, in his Gamble
Hall office lined with souvenirs from his exotic travels, where he reflects on his
journey towards becoming
an instructor of statistics at
same university where he
obtained his undergraduate
degree in finance in 2002
and eventually two accompanying master’s degrees.
For students, it’s always
refreshing to meet an instructor who is genuinely
enthusiastic about the subject that they're teaching.
Paulson is no exception.
Along with his extensive knowledge in his field,
he exudes a genuine care
and respect for his students,
though teaching was definitely a career that he “fell
into.”
While working as a tutor and GTA at the School
of Business, the Chair of
the Economics Department
insisted he try out teaching
a class at Northland Community College and Technical College in East Grand
Forks.
“Prior to this moment,
I’ve never really thought

about it [teaching],” he said.
After some consideration,
he submitted his resume,
chatted with the head of the
department and, as far as
his entrance into the teaching field goes, the rest is history.
“I never thought I’d be
a teacher but I’ve grown to
love helping students understand things that I have
a better grasp of,” Paulson
said.
Even now, he still finds
the time to drive four days a
week to teach economics at
Northland, as well as keep
up with his statistics classes
at UND. Following his unexpected teaching debut,
Paulson’s next “happy accident” was an opportunity
located halfway across the
world in Shanghai, China.
When he was approached by a UND faculty
member who suggested he
use his gifted ability as a
teacher at the University of
Shanghai for Science and
Technology, Paulson eagerly accepted.
Almost once a year for
six years, he has been teaching a three-week course in
microeconomics. Doing so
has allowed him to share
his expertise students that
he would never otherwise
have met, but has also given
him the opportunities to
learn himself.
“It opens your eyes. You
learn that there’s not just
one way of thinking,” Paulson said. “The world that
we live in is a lot larger than
you think.”
Learning about the di-

versity of thinking and
learning has helped him to
become a better instructor
back in the states.
“It’s helped me to be
more understanding of students,” Paulson said. “I understand completely why
foreign students here think
we talk a-mile-a- minute.”
The
language-barrier
that he encountered motivated him to learn Mandarin, and the struggle to
learn a completely different
language helps him to relate
to the foreign students in his
classes at UND and Northland.
“I usually tell them that
my Mandarin is way worse
than their English, and that
helps them to open up and
ask more questions,” he
said.
This compassion towards his students was one
of the motivating factors
that inspired him to write
and publish his own textbook, A World of Statistics,
that was released earlier in
the year.
In consideration of the
tight college-student budget, Paulson made every effort to price his text below
$100.
“Doing the same job that
the older textbooks did, but
making sure that it is more
cost effective was very important,” Paulson said. “The
last thing that a student
wants to do is spend hundreds of dollars on books.”
The affordable softcover
is written in a way that Paulson thinks students will better understand the complex
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Kristofor Paulson, instructor in the economics program, recently published a book titled
'Breaking Through the World of Statistics.'

world of statistics, with the
knowledge in mind that
students come from diverse
educational backgrounds.
“I have students from
nursing, business, aviation,
who want to know what statistics is all about,” he said.
“I tried to make problems
that talk about a lot of different real-world examples.”
As with everything else
that’s happened that led
him to teaching, Paulson
took the opportunity to
write his first textbook as a
learning experience.
“The writing part was
fun, because I learned more
about my student’s learning,” he said. “That’s probably what’s helped me the

most—knowing how students learn and knowing
what they expect. “Their
success is our success.
That’s what it’s all about.”
Along with his unexpected teaching career,
Paulson found a surprising
home in Alpha Kappa Psi,
a professional business fraternity on campus, of which
he is the advisor. Though
he was originally asked to
just write a letter of support
for the organization when it
began in 2013, he fell in love
with its purpose of helping
students to be better prepared for the real world after college.
With his teaching gigs,
advising duties and a work-

book on the way to accomplish his first published text,
Paulson keeps busy, and he
is more than happy about
how his life has turned out.
In the freetime that he has,
he enjoys spending time
with his wife and dogs, corgis and a Great Dane, in the
house that they bought three
years ago. As for the future,
Paulson plans on staying in
Grand Forks while awaiting
life’s next happy accident.

Stephanie Hollman is a staff writer
for The Dakota Student. She can be
reached at
stephshollman@gmail.com

Major of the Week

Music Education

Jacob Notermann
The Dakota Student
It’s a field where one
must cater to the group
and the hundred individuals in it.
The music education
major at UND has a close
connection to the music
performance major in
both requirements and
teaching style.
James Popejoy, the Director of Bands at UND,
explained that students
are taught and are taught
to teach music through
performance.
“If they’re doing their
job correctly, a music educator should be teaching the students not just
how to play the notes on
the page, but also about
the composers and about
the time period and all
the various factors that
go into making music,”
Popejoy said. “Hopefully, through the student’s personal experience of creating music,
or re-creating music, that
provides them an opportunity to grow and learn
to love and appreciate
music.”
Popejoy
described
music education as a full
degree, what with the
standard private instrument lessons, participation in multiple ensembles and taking music
theory courses that music
students already take.
Music education students also must take
classes on how to teach
each instrument, classroom management and

how to structure their
own programs.
There are no electives
for this degree, which
means there is no flexibility in requirements for
this program. There are
other classes offered to
students, but they are not
required for the degree.
“Students know that
they, beyond the minimum requirements, need
to be prepared to do the
maximum to be successful,” Popejoy said.
To be a successful
music educator, Popejoy
said one must be able to
adapt to many different
types of people.
“A great teacher can
share the same knowledge in multiple ways,
knowing the students
sitting in front of them
learn in different ways,”
Popejoy said.
This leads to another
helpful trait: flexibility.
He explained that if he
were teaching until he
was 80, he’d still be learning new ways to teach his
students.
“No matter how long
you teach, the people
that you teach continue
to evolve,” Popejoy said.
“That’s part of education.
Things that work with
one group, don't necessarily work with another
group.”
A key characteristic that repeatedly came
up during his interview
was the element of motivation. With the long
list of requirements and
responsibilities a music
education major takes
on, one must have their

eyes on the prize the entire time.
Popejoy said he decided he wanted to become
a band director as early
as the eighth grade. He is
now teaching music for
his 36th year.
However, some students try out the profession but later change
their minds.
“Many music teachers don’t make it past the
first two or three year,”
Popejoy said. “They get
started and [then] they
decide it’s more work
than they’re willing to
put in or the effort to. I
think if they get past the
first three or four years,
then they’re usually in it
for life.”
Those who stick with
goals of running their
own band programs or
becoming music educators will be welcomed
with open arms from
schools across the country. As of late, there has
been extremely high demand for these careers.
Popejoy said the need
for music educators is
higher now than ever. He
cites how many students
isolate themselves on
their phones; having little
interaction with those
around them, leading to
a desperation for interaction which music offers.
Just in the last two
years, he has received
many phone calls from
local Grand Forks public
schools looking for music
educators to fill positions.
Unfortunately, times
like these do not last
forever. When times are
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James Popejoy is a professor of music and the director of bands at UND.

tough and funding is cut,
many times it is the arts
that receive the harshest
cuts.
Popejoy said he has
seen this trend before,
but argues that teaching
the arts are important to
any education. He finds
that other core subjects
are important as well, but
also said that it’s frustrating to continuously have
to justify what they do.

“Is life really only
about the very basic
core subjects?” Popejoy
said. “Is that really what
makes someone a successful person or a happy
person? We’re teaching
them to be creative and
we’re using music as a
tool to do that or the arts
in some way.”
For those who find
the arts unneeded or under value its impact on

a community, Popejoy
sums up the art’s influence as such:
“Almost every society
is defined by their culture. When societies go
away, what’s left behind
is their culture.”

Jacob Notermann is a staff writer
for the Dakota Student. He can be
reached at
jacob.notermann@und.edu
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Friday, February 10, 2017
W/M Track & Field
@ SDSU Classic
2/10-2/11 @ TBA

W Softball

@ LA Tech
2/10 @ 3:00 p.m.

W Hockey
@ Minnesota

2/10 @ 7:07 p.m.

W Basketball
@ Idaho
2/11 4:00 p.m.

W Softball
@ Samford

2/10 @ 9:00 a.m.

M Basketball

vs. Idaho
2/11 @ 4:00 p.m.

UND looks to stay on top
Jake Andersen
Dakota Student
The UND Fighting
Hawks
women’s
basketball team seeks to
continue their winning
ways as they head
to Moscow, Idaho to
take on the University
of Idaho Vandals on
Saturday Feb. 11.
The Hawks (15-7,
10-1) are coming off a
huge 57-51 win over the
University of Northern
Colorado Bears and are
now tied with the Bears
for first place in the
conference with seven
games to go. The victory
extended the Hawks’
win streak to six games,
while pushing their win
streak to 11 games in
conference road games
dating back to last
season.
“It goes with our
upperclassmen
of
understanding
how
important road games
are,” UND head coach
Travis Brewster said,
discussing his team’s
success in conference
road
games.
“It’s
something
we
talk
about at the beginning
of the year and we try
to carry it over.”
Over their six game
win streak, the Hawks
have
shown
great
strides on the defensive
end. In their last six
games, they have held

Forwards Lexi Klabo
and Samantha Roscoe
have played big roles in
the Hawks’ defensive
success, as they lead the
team in rebounds per
game (8.5) and blocks
(38),
respectively.
Against
the
Bears,
they
combined
for
19 rebounds and six
blocks, helping the
Hawks hold the Bears
to only 51 points.
Klabo and Roscoe
look to be just as effective
on the defensive end
against Idaho (12-10,
7-4), as they take on the
Vandals, who are known
to be a great shooting
team. Currently, they
are
shooting
41.8
percent for the season,
including 34.8 percent
from the 3-point line,
which is second best in
the conference.
Idaho’s
success
shooting
3-pointers
is mainly due to the
outstanding play of
sophomore
guard
Mikayla Ferenz. For the
season, Ferenz boasts
a 37.9 percent 3-point
shot and a team-high
17.3 points per game. In
a victory over Northern
Arizona University this
season, Ferenz shot 15
for 17 from the field,
including nine of 10
from the 3-point line, as
she went on to score 41
points.
As the Hawks look to
continue their success in

“They want certain things to happen.
They are working towards that, that’s
attribute to them being a good team and
being good teammates to each other.”
Travis Brewster- Women’s Basketball head
coach

teams to an average
of 63.3 points, while
holding teams to an
impressive 33.4 percent
(134-401) from the field,
which is 3.1 percent
less than the Big Sky
Conference’s
leading
team in defensive field
goal percentage for the
season.

conference play against
the Vandals, limiting
Ferenz’s chances from
three will be key.
They will also be
motivated to avenge
two losses last year
to Idaho, including a
92-65 blowout loss in
Idaho. That being said,
Brewster is showing

File Photo / Dakota Student
Lexi Klabo takes a free throw against Eastern Washington University at the Betty Engelstad Sioux Center last season.

confidence their work
ethic and chemistry
will keep them going
heading
into
the
matchup.
“They want certain
things to happen. They
are working towards
that,” Brewster said.
“That’s attribute to
them being a good
team and being good
teammates
to
each
other.”
Tipoff will take place
at 4 p.m. on Saturday in
Moscow, Idaho.

Jake Andersen is a staff writer for
Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
jacob.t.anderson@und.edu

File Photo / Dakota Student
Lexi Klabo takes a free throw against Eastern Washington University at the Betty Engelstad
Sioux Center last season.
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Heading down the Gopher Hole

Hawks head to Ridder Arena for the redemption against Gophers
Jack Harvey
Dakota Student
After a tough sweep
against
Minnesota
Duluth, UND Women’s
Hockey team will look
to bounce back against
another big rival, the
University of Minnesota.
The Hawks were on
the wrong end of a low
scoring series as both
teams combined for
five goals scored on the
weekend with Friday’s
game resulting in 2-0
and Saturday being 2-1.
“We
needed
to
be more aggressive
attacking the net,” head
coach Brian Idalski said.
“It really felt like we
were a little bit too cute
the first night but the
second night we started
to put more pucks on
the net. “
The silver lining
in the sweep was the
performance in net by
Lexie Shaw. Shaw was
able to stop 33 shots that
came her way on Friday
followed by 20 saves
on Saturday against the
second best team in the
country.
Shaw
has
been
consistent
all
year
boasting
impressive
numbers such as a .933
save percentage and 1.53
goals allowed a game
average.
All time versus the
Gophers, Shaw has a 1-22 record with a 3.10 GAA
but holds strong with a

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
UND goalie Lexie Shaw tracks the puck against Minnesota State University Mankato earlier this season.

.914 save percentage in
five games.
Offensively
for
the Hawks, Ryleigh
Houston has been the
go to girl offensively
leading the way with 20
points with six goals and
14 assists. Amy Menke
and Emma Nuutinen are
also tied for most goals
for the team with eight
goals each.
“It was a little
disappointing,” senior
defenseman
Gracen

Skiing
Boarding
Tubing
Buena Vista Ski Area
Bemidji, MN

Hirschy said. “We had
the shots, we had the
chances, we just couldn’t
find the back of the net.”

gain an advantage on
each other. Both games
ended in a tie however
the gophers came out

both teams have gone
down different paths.
UND hasn’t been able
to get any momentum

With those games
considered, the Hawks
currently are floating
over .500 with a 13-11-6
record. Within WCHA,
UND currently sits at
fourth place with a 109-5 record in conference
play.
“I think it’s going to
be pretty similar, they
skate very well and one
of the things we did well
was to play with a lead,”
Idalski said. “That’s
going to be super
important heading into
this week and if we can
do that it makes the
game a lot easier.”
For Minnesota, they
currently have a 21-5-3
record this season with
a WCHA record of 174-3, that is good enough
for second place in
the conference behind
Wisconsin as well as fifth
ranking in the country
behind number one
Wisconsin, number two
Minnesota Duluth, third
ranked St. Lawrence and
fourth Clarkson.
The Hawks will be
looking to either help
one stat or end another.

“Any weekend we have the same mentality, we got to go in there and we
got to show that we deserve to win. It’s just like any other weekend.”
Gracen Hirschy- Women’s hockey defenseman

As for the Gophers,
they’ll be looking to
keep momentum going
into this week after
dismantling
Mankato
State with an offensive
attacked 5-3, 5-0 sweep.
This will be the
second time the two
teams meet this season.
Last November the two
met and weren’t able to

with the extra point,
winning in the shootout
both matches.
With the two ties, the
all-time record between
the two rivals currently
stands with Minnesota
having a demanding
series lead of 49-8-3
against the Fighting
Hawks.
Since the matchup,

going
having
gone
7-7-2 since. As for the
Gophers, they have gone
11-4-1 since.
“Any
weekend
we have the same
mentality,”
Hirschy
said. “We got to go in
there and we got to
show that we deserve
to win It’s just like any
other weekend.”

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Freshman forward Ryleigh Houston pursues the puck against Minnesota State Mankato at the
Ralph Englestad Arena earlier this season.

The Fighting Hawks are
undefeated this season
with a 13-0-3 when
scoring the first goal
of the game. However,
they own a 0-11-3 record
if their opponent scores
before them.
“You always want
to expect a win but it’d
going to a battle no
matter what,” Hirschy
said. “We just need to get
shots to the net it’s a big
goal for us, to convert
shots into goals.”
Another trend the
Hawks will look to work
on will be their 4-271 record as the visitor
to the Gophers with
progress already being
made after splitting
last year’s series on the
Gophers home ice.
Either way the Hawks
will look to silence the
home crowd at Ridder
Arena this weekend in
Minneapolis. Puck drop
is scheduled at 7:07 p.m.
Friday as well as 4:07
p.m. Saturday.

Jack Harvey is a staff writer for
Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
jack.harvey@und.edu
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